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1.0 Introduction

This report and the FIRE AND FAUNA database have been compiled for the Australian
Alps Liaison Committee (AALC). The faunal habitat information in the database is based on a
fauna-habitat matrix for Kosciuszko National Park (KNP) developed by Woods (1996) The
database provides information on the effects or possible effects of fire on vertebrates recorded
within the Australian Alps National Parks (AANP). Where known, effects of various
aspects of fire regimes, fuel reduction activities, and fire suppression techniques on fauna
and habitat, are included. Recommendations are made for future research, and an update of the
fire and fauna database. A copy of the project brief is appended

1.1 Australian Alps National Parks

The area covered in the database encompasses the AANP including; Namadgi National Park
(ACT), Kosciuszko National Park, Brindabella National Park, Bimberi Nature Reserve, Scabby
Range Nature Reserve (NS W), and the Alpine Nationa Park, Avon Wilderness Park and
Snowy River National Park (Victoria). The Australian Alps National Parks span from near
Canberrain the North to the north-east of Melbourne in the South. They contain a great
diversity of environments, rare and threatened flora and fauna, and have world heritage
values. The AANP do not consist entirely of alpine areas, but also contain large areas of
foothills and montane landforms. Elevation ranges from approximately 300m to 2230m. A
large number of vertebrate fauna exist in avariety of vegetation/habitat complexes within the
AANP.

1.2 Database compilation

A full vertebrate species list for the AANP was compiled using data from State atlas
records, published literature, fauna survey reports and anecdota reports. Sixty one species of
mammals, 27 species of amphibians, 46 species of reptiles, and 205 species of birds have
been recorded. It is possible that some species have not yet been recorded within the
Australian Alps, or that species lists for particular parks are not complete. Thisis especially
relevant for Scabby Range Nature Reserve and Bimberi Nature Reserve where fauna surveys
have not been undertaken. Recent and current fauna surveys for the Victorian Regional Forest
Agreement in central Gippsland and north-east Victoria may too increase the species list for
Victorian parks.

The fauna-habitat matrix (Woods 1996) was reviewed and used to classify habitat for fauna
speciesin the database. The fauna-habitat matrix (Woods 1996) uses broad vegetation
community descriptions and specific microhabitat descriptions to classify habitat for species
and is based upon those categories used in the Atlas of NSW Wildlife database. It was
decided to build upon the Woods matrix (1996) because it was the most comprehensive
database developed in terms of relating fauna and broad community/habitat in the AANP
available. Most importantly, those vegetation/habitat categories chosen are easily recognisable
in the field by inexperienced users. Further categories of habitat based on dominant vegetation
were added to encompass all areas within the AANP. An explanation of how habitat-vegetation
categories were compared between the States is found in section 2.1.

The known effects of fire on faunain the AANP are covered in aliterature review by Walter
(1997) and are reviewed in this document. There is a paucity of



